Washington State’s

Family Separation Rapid Response Team

What was the Family Separation Rapid
Response Team?

The Family Separation Rapid Response Team was created
by Executive Order 25-04, signed by Governor Bob
Ferguson on Jan. 27, 2025. It was led by the Department
of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) in partnership
with other state agencies.

The Rapid Response Team worked to improve policies
and practices statewide to be more responsive to the
harm, trauma, and other lasting effects on children who
experience family separation through the deportation or
detention of their parents or primary caregivers.

What did the Rapid Response Team do?

 Collaborated with community partners to address
emerging issues and to review state policies
and practices.

* Shared information about and identified gaps in
government services and supports for impacted families.

» Developed information resources for families at risk of or
experiencing separation due to immigration status.
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What’s Next?

On Sep. 29, 2025, Gov. Ferguson signed Executive Order
25-09 creating an Immigration Sub-Cabinet, to be led by
the Office of Equity. The Rapid Response Team will be
transitioning its work to the Sub-Cabinet in 2026.

For ongoing immigration-related efforts, contact the
Immigration Sub-Cabinet at subcabinet@equity.wa.gov.

Visit the Rapid Response Team webpage for

information and downloadable resources
(available in multiple languages).

* Resources for Families Impacted by Immigration-
Related Concerns

» Resources for Children and Families Impacted by
Immigration-Related Separation

* Frequently Asked Questions

* In Case of Family Separation: Placement Process

Flow Chart
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Scan the QR code or visit:
www.dcyfwa.gov/
FamilySeparationRapidResponseTeam

If you would like free copies of this publication in an alternative format or
language, please contact DCYF Constituent Relations at 1-800-723-4831
or email communications@dcyf.wa.gov.
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