
Safe Cleaning of Fentanyl 
or Synthetic Opioids  

Fentanyl or synthetic opioids are 
dangerous even in small amounts. Any 
surfaces like tables, counters, floors, 
clothing, or bedding could have traces of 
the drugs. If children or pets come across 
these traces, it can be harmful or deadly. 

Before You Clean
•	 Wear gloves and a mask you can get rid of.

•	 Open windows or doors to air out the space.

•	 Keep children and pets away.

•	 Do not sweep or dry dust residue. 

If You See Powder or Think  
There is a Large Amount
Stop. Do not clean.

•	 Leave the area.

•	 Keep children and pets away.

•	 Block access to the space.

•	 Call 911 or local law enforcement.

•	 Call your public health department or a  
Hazmat cleaning service. 

Cleaning Hard Surfaces that  
Don’t Absorb Liquids 
1.	 Mix a small amount of liquid detergent  

with warm water.

2.	 Gently wipe surfaces using a damp cloth  
or paper towel.

3.	 Rinse with clean water.

4.	 Repeat wiping with solution.

Getting Rid of Cleaning Tools
•	 Put used gloves, cloths, and paper towels  

in a strong plastic bag.

•	 Close tightly and place in trash. Make sure  
trash is away from children and pets.

•	 Wash hands with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds. 



Cleaning Fabric Items that Absorb  
Powder or Liquid
Washable items:

•	 Wash separately using detergent and 
warmest allowed water.

•	 Dry fully.

Carpets or fabric:

•	 Wear gloves and mask.

•	 Only use a vacuum with a High-Efficiency  
Particulate Air (HEPA) filter.

•	 Think about hiring a professional cleaning company.

When to Call for Help
Call 911 immediately if you see signs of drug  
exposure including:

•	 Slow or no breathing.

•	 Difficulty waking.

•	 Blue or gray lips or fingernails.

•	 Pinpoint pupils. 

For Nonemergency Questions:

Contact the Washington Poison Center 
www.wapc.org  
or call the Poison Help Line at  
1-800-222-1222

Note: This does not replace medical advice,  
emergency response, or professional cleanup. 
See public health guidance (www.cdc.gov/overdose-
prevention/about/fentanyl.html).
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