Determining Critical Incident Reviews

The Department of Children, Youth & Families (DCYF) is required by statute (RCW 74.13.640) to review child
fatalities and near fatalities that are maltreatment-related AND where there was prior DCYF involvement
(screened-in intakes) within the 12 months preceding the incident.

The following chart shows how child fatality reviews are determined and what entities may review them.

A Fatallty Occurs Department of Health (DOH) data includes
all child deaths, no matter the circumstances.
\L DOH All Deaths Dashboard:
Open Case? https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/
washington-tracking-network-wtn/death/
Was there an open case (screened-in intake) all-deaths-dashboard

with DCYF in the last 12 months?

Not a DCYF-reviewable critical incident
?
Suspected Maltreatment? Office of the Family and Children’s Ombuds (OFCO)
may review if an Administrative Incident Reporting

Did a medical examiner determine that child abuse L e

or neglect contributed to the cause of death?
*AIRS notification includes serious or emergent incidents
i that involve a child, youth, or family with current or previous

< N DCYF involvement. These may include screened-out intakes or
( i incidents that occurred years ago.
¥ Findings are Pending % https://ofco.wa.gov/reports-and-data

A\ 4

Does updated
@ medical information @

suggest maltreatment?

| “— Not a DCYF-reviewable critical incident

If there are other concerns,
OFCO may still take a look.

\%

D CY F CO n d ucts For the most current version of this publication, visit dcyfwa.gov/
aC h i ld Fatal |ty Review publications-library. For free copies in an alternative format or language,
please contact DCYF Constituent Relations at 1-800-723-4831 or email

https://dcyf.wa.gov/practice/oiaa/reports/ communications@dcyfwa.gov.
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