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RULE-MAKING ORDER 

EMERGENCY RULE ONLY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 
 

CR-103E (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.350 

and 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) 
Effective date of rule: 

Emergency Rules 
☒ Immediately upon filing. 
☐ Later (specify)   

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
☐ Yes ☒ No If Yes, explain: 

Purpose: This amendment enables DCYF to take enforcement action in the event a licensee doesn’t ensure lifesaving 
medication is available in emergencies. This rule is intended to save lives. Currently, no other rule allows for this critical 
function. Further, in July, 2022, an identical rule was updated in the Licensing Requirements for Child Foster Homes (WAC 
110-148-1565). 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New: 
Repealed: 
Amended: 110-145-1850 
Suspended: 

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 74.15.030 
Other authority: 
EMERGENCY RULE 

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds: 
☒ That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public health, 

safety, or general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon 
adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest. 

☐ That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires immediate 
adoption of a rule. 

Reasons for this finding: Due to the rising number of cases of opioid overdoses in our state, including among foster care 
children and youth, naloxone (Narcan) must be available to swiftly reverse the effects of an overdose. This rule change 
ensures life-saving actions can be taken in group care facilities. This is emergency rulemaking extends the original 
emergency that was filed on January 10, 2023 as WSR 23-03-050. Since the last filing, the rule has been through 
stakeholder review and is scheduled for a public hearing on May 23, 2023. 

Note: If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 
A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 
Federal statute: New    Amended    Repealed    

Federal rules or standards: New    Amended    Repealed    

Recently enacted state statutes: New    Amended    Repealed    
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The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 New   Amended    Repealed   

 
The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 
 New   Amended 1 Repealed   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 New   Amended 1 Repealed   

 
The number of sections adopted using: 

    

Negotiated rule making: New   Amended    Repealed   

Pilot rule making: New   Amended    Repealed   
Other alternative rule making: New   Amended    Repealed   

Date Adopted: May 10, 2023 Signature: 
 

 
 

Name: Brenda Villarreal 

Title: DCYF Rules Coordinator 

 
 
OTS-42951 
 
AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective 7/1/18) 

 

WAC 110-145-1850 What requirements are there for the storage of medications? (1) Prescription and over-the-
counter medications must be kept in a locked container in a manner that minimizes the risks for medication errors. 

(2) Human medication and animal medication must be kept separate from each other and in locked containers. 
(3) Life-saving medications must be accessible in an emergency. 

 
 


