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Executive Summary

On December 2,2009, Children's Administration (CA) convened an Executive Child
Fatality Review1 committee to examine practice and service delivery in the Kitsap
County fatality case involving two year old Orlando Potts. CA received a low risk intake
on June 24, 2009. This intake was screened for Alternate Intervention by a contracted
provider for Early Family Support Services (EFSS) and was still active at the time of
Orlando's death.

Committee membership consisted of a diverse group of individuals from outside Kitsap
County, representing the fields of law enforcement (LE), domestic violence (DV),
military advocacy, medical social work, and community family services. Four of the five
members had no prior knowledge of the case, and none had any direct involvement with
case.

The incident initiating this review occurred on July 27, 2009, when a hospital social
worker from Harrison Medical Center (Kitsap County) notified Child Protective Services
(CPS) of the impending death of a young child from suspicious injuries. The child was
subsequently transported to Mary Bridge Children's Hospital (MBCH) in Pierce County
where brain death was assessed. Medical intervention was discontinued and Orlando
Potts died within minutes of life support removal on the evening of July 28, 2009. Cause
of death was determined to be from blunt force trauma, and manner of death declared a
homicide. Jimmie Joseph Wright III2, the cohabitating fiance of the deceased child's
mother, was the only adult caretaker present in the residence at the time of the incident.
Mr. Wright has been charged with second-degree murder.

Prior to the fatality the Potts family involvement with CA consisted of a low risk case3

assigned in June 2009 for Alternate Intervention by a contracted provider for Early
Family Support Services (EFSS)4. The identified clients were the mother (S.P.), her son

1 Given its limited purpose, a Child Fatality Review by Children's Administration should not be construed
to be a final or comprehensive review of all of the circumstances surrounding the death of a child. A
review is generally limited to documents in the possession of or obtained by DSHS or its contracted service
providers and the panel may be precluded from receiving some documents that may be relevant to the
issues in a case because of federal or state confidentiality laws and regulations. A review panel has no
subpoena power or authority to compel attendance and generally will only hear from DSHS employees and
service providers. The panel may not hear the points of view of a child's parents and relatives, or those of
other individuals associated with a deceased child's life or fatality. A Child Fatality Review is not intended
to be a fact-finding or forensic inquiry or to replace or supersede investigations by courts, law enforcement
agencies, medical examiners or other entities with legal responsibility to investigate or review some or all
of the circumstances of a child's death. Nor is it the function or purpose of a Child Fatality Review to take
personnel action or recommend such action against DSHS employees or other individuals.

The full name of Jimmie Joseph Wright III is being used in this report as he has been charged in
connection with the death of Orlando Potts and his name is part of the public record.
3 "Low to Moderately Low Risk Cases means cases where the primary concerns are issues of neglectful
social, environmental, parenting practices that have not yet resulted in serious injury, developmental delays
or other significant problems for the at-risk child" [DSHS Central Contracted Services 2045XS Early
Family Support Services - Client Service Contract 6-1-09].
4 EFSS was previously known as Alternative Response Services (ARS). The EFSS contractor provides
direct services to families and/or links families to community resources to accomplish the following goals













• Protecting the Abused & Neglected Child: A Guide for Mandated Reporters In
Recognizing & Reporting Child Abuse & Neglect (DSHS 22-163 Rev /09)

• WAC 388-15-009: What is child abuse or neglect?. ........ : „ , . ;

• WAC 388-15-020: How does CPS respond to reports of alleged child abuse or
neglect?

• WAC 388-15-005: What definitions apply to these rules?
• Comparison of Court Orders for Washington State (prepared by the Washington

State Coalition Against Domestic Violence)
• Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Navy Region Northwest and

Washington State Department of Social and Health Services regarding child abuse
and neglect involving military personnel (August 2009)

• DSHS Central Contracted Services 2046CS Early Family Support Services (EFSS
County Program Agreement 6-2-09)

• DSHS Central Contracted Services 2045XS Early Family Support Services (EFSS
Client Service Contract 6-1-09)

Articles:
• Synopsis of Army family study of the rate of spousal abuse to child abuse and

neglect (article originally published November 2000 issue of Child Abuse and
Neglect).

• Should childhood exposure of adult domestic violence be defined as child
maltreatment under the law? Jeffrey L. Edleson (2004).

• The Battered Mother in the Child Protective Services Caseload: Developing an
Appropriate Response. Evan Stark (2001) - Originally developed for class action
lawsuit Nicholson v. Williams et al.

• Synopsis of facts emerging from the National Survey of Children's Exposure to
Violence (2008; published 2009 NatSCEV).

• Tin Ear Syndrome: Rotational Acceleration in Pediatric Head Injuries (Hanigan,
Peterson & Njus, Pediatrics Vol. 80 No. 5 November 1987)

Miscellaneous:
• 2001 Memo from Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz regarding

Domestic Violence in the Department of Defense.
• List of common acronyms used by Children's Administration

Internet Materials:
• usmilitary.about.com

o Navy Family Support
o Military Domestic Problems - Part IV Family Violence

• Fapmip.defense.gov
o Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program

• The Navy Fleet and Family Support Center wwwiiffsrj^rg'
o Family Advocacy Program

• Institute for Family Development web site - program materials
www, institutefami 1 y. or g



• Abusive Head Trauma (Reviewed by Elaine Cabinum-Foeller, MD for Kids
Health Organization www.kidshealth.org

• National SAFE KIDS Campaign - statistics/incident rates regarding childhood
injuries from falls (including window falls), www.usa.safekids.org
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