
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES 
1500 Jefferson Street, SE ● P.O. Box 40975 ● Olympia WA 98504-0975 

 
Policy Memo 
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TO: Child Welfare Division (CWD) employees 
 
FROM: Natalie Green, Assistant Secretary of Child Welfare Division 
 
SUBJECT: Changes to the 4305. Permanent and Concurrent Planning policy 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 18, 2026 
 
REVIEW DATE: May 18, 2027 
 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this memo is to inform Child Welfare Division (CWD) employees about the 
changes to the Permanent and Concurrent Planning policy and procedures, including: 

• Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA) is now allowed as a permanent 
plan. 

• The requirements related to long-term foster and relative care identified in policy 
statement 4 and procedure statement 5, are no longer in effect. They have been 
replaced with the APPLA procedures. 

 
The Permanent and Concurrent Planning policy and procedures are in the process of being 
revised to align with updated practice. 
 
Policy 
 
CWD employees may identify APPLA as a permanent plan for dependent youth 16 years old or 
older, when the following conditions are met: 
1. A Youth and Family Meeting has occurred. 
2. The following permanent plans are not in the youth’s best interest: 

a. Reunification 
b. Guardianship 
c. Adoption 

3. The youth: 
a. Is dependent and in out-of-home care. 

https://dcyf.wa.gov/policies-and-procedures/4305-permanent-and-concurrent-planning
https://dcyf.wa.gov/policies-and-procedures/4305-permanent-and-concurrent-planning
https://dcyf.wa.gov/policies-and-procedures/4305-permanent-and-concurrent-planning


b. Does not consent to adoption or guardianship. 
4. Reunification cannot be achieved in the foreseeable future. 
5. The youth and their two chosen case plan support individuals have been provided with the 

following: 
a. Information: 

i. APPLA does not provide legal permanency. 
ii. The dependency remains open and all related requirements remain in effect 

including the caseworker: 
A. Meeting monthly with parents and caregivers. 
B. Completing health and safety visits with youth. 

iii. The court must approve APPLA as the most appropriate permanent plan at 
least every six months. 

b. Publications: 
i. Permanency Planning Matrix DCYF CWP_0088. 

ii. Extended Support Programs For Youth and Young Adults CWP_0121. 
iii. Extended Foster Care CWP_0003. 

 
Resources 
 
Extended Foster Care CWP_0003 
Extended Support Programs For Youth and Young Adults CWP_0121 
Permanency Planning Matrix DCYF CWP_0088 
Permanent and Concurrent Planning policy 
Permanent and Concurrent Planning procedures (located on the CW Intranet, Policies and 
Procedures) 
 
Questions 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Hetzel, CFWS Program Manager, at 
michelle.hetzel@dcyf.wa.gov or 425-903-6434. 
 
Cc: Chelsea Griffin 
DCYF Policy Team 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/CWP_0088
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library?combine_1=CWP_0121&combine=&field_program_topic_2_value=All&field_languages_available_value=All
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library?combine_1=CWP_0003&combine=&field_program_topic_2_value=All&field_languages_available_value=All
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https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library?combine_1=CWP_0121&combine=&field_program_topic_2_value=All&field_languages_available_value=All
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