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Guidance on Bed Enclosures  
  

  

Information for licensors on consistent assessment and approval requirements for bed 
enclosures. These are best practices to meet safe sleep requirements.  

This guidance is for children who are in the care and custody of DCYF. Approvals are child- and 
placement-specific; they are not transferable between caregivers, placements, or other 
children with similar apparent needs. 

Bed Modifications   
1. Do-it-yourself fixes are not allowed on beds used by children in out-of-home care, except 

as advised or recommended by the manufacturer.  
2. Bed conversions (e.g., from crib to toddler/full expansions) following manufacturer 

guidance are approved.  
3. Portable bed rails must meet the Consumer Product Safety Commission federal standard 

and only be used as directed by the manufacturer.  
a. Medical documentation (guidance on next page) recommending the use of a 

portable bed rail is required if the child is medically compromised.  
b. Portable bed rails are intended for children aged two to five who can get out of an 

adult bed without help; they should not be used for children under the age of two 
or for children whose movements are restricted.   

  

Crib/Bassinet Enclosures (e.g., BassiNest Newborn Insert and Mesh Crib Canopy) are 
not approved for use with children in out-of-home care for the following reasons:  

1. These are forms of restraint that are widely available to the public with no federal 
product safety regulation requirements. 

2. They can be locked/secured from the outside and do not permit independent exit, 
preventing a child from being able to evacuate safely in an emergency.  

3. They are not compliant with a Safe Sleep environment.  
  

Medical Specialty Beds are considered restraints. It requires prior written approval from 
the caseworker or the Tribal caseworker and department-approved behavior management 
training per WAC 110-148-1620 and WAC 110-149-0280. Examples include:  

• Permanent Structures (e.g., Haven Bed and Hannah Safety Bed)  
• Travel/Portable Enclosures (e.g., The Safety Sleeper and Travel Bed)    

 

https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails
https://www.halosleep.com/halo-bassinest-newborn-insert-4422?gclsrc=aw.ds&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIopT4jbrr9AIVyRvUAR0K-gEEEAAYAiAAEgJyGfD_BwE
https://www.halosleep.com/halo-bassinest-newborn-insert-4422?gclsrc=aw.ds&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIopT4jbrr9AIVyRvUAR0K-gEEEAAYAiAAEgJyGfD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/RUNNZER-Baby-Safety-Canopy-Climbing/dp/B08NJGZQZM/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1HJBY3PJCOBR5&keywords=crib+canopy&qid=1680204163&sprefix=crib+canopy%2Caps%2C843&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFaWUw2WjI4NEpMSkUmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAzMjM0NjUzUzRRWDA2MjJRWUEwJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAyNTYwOTAzOUI2MklSRTlOMzQ0JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/RUNNZER-Baby-Safety-Canopy-Climbing/dp/B08NJGZQZM/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1HJBY3PJCOBR5&keywords=crib+canopy&qid=1680204163&sprefix=crib+canopy%2Caps%2C843&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFaWUw2WjI4NEpMSkUmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAzMjM0NjUzUzRRWDA2MjJRWUEwJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAyNTYwOTAzOUI2MklSRTlOMzQ0JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/NICHD_STS%20AIAN%20Handout_final%207.6.2023.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2019-02/Safe_Sleep_Environ_update.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110-148-1620
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=110-149-0280
https://bedsbygeorge.com/haven-series/
https://bedsbygeorge.com/haven-series/
https://www.rehabmart.com/product/hannah-safety-bed-35270.html
https://www.rehabmart.com/product/hannah-safety-bed-35270.html
https://www.especialneeds.com/the-safety-sleeper.html?m=Abstract&ne_ppc_id=402382316&msclkid=7cc9c0bd37ef1e22d88fa176af61cd15&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CPTV_Shopping_Top_Categories2&utm_term=4583245524532674&utm_content=Furniture
https://www.especialneeds.com/the-safety-sleeper.html?m=Abstract&ne_ppc_id=402382316&msclkid=7cc9c0bd37ef1e22d88fa176af61cd15&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CPTV_Shopping_Top_Categories2&utm_term=4583245524532674&utm_content=Furniture
https://www.amazon.com/QPAU-Inflatable-Portable-Mattress-Traveling/dp/B0DK5LVCFY/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?adgrpid=1344703529072621&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vTMr8xILQ74ouQgOoZ7vFmJ_CcJyF5LHZ63YJujFnfYVdiWsnuVecbReDe1hJ4j0AnaVP-aT3ZGyW4sHy776vPMiIDAm8cLm84DghCcKbEvygu6hvI5o2N571gPBiL6tczMeHg6pk0nydtKnWQXyjbgwmo2Eiuzbj69o1mhek65L4KcGuljIMSqNc8h-FHGX9lq0B8CttFXJcO9cu_gpoUjY2uDEEJFQWnltCvQKN_4p33iGpaGXbmyUZiC72R8PlFXaTXhW6Omz7lgmj6ZlPytbaBrdBforDVvChU0_2Zs._tMcnWINY6EwGvK9BvHLbvEIHsCBzx3IfwWkwjunlaI&dib_tag=se&hvadid=84044170132003&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=111267&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-84044484352059%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=13072_13363025&keywords=safe%2Bplace%2Btravel%2Bbed&mcid=3af696bc6b463bc0b90bc83285688a73&msclkid=ef6f468a6ce019c056072fcb879c4b17&qid=1765927808&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2343/4575/products/IMG_0664_93536d72-a0ba-4f97-806f-d40427db73c9_1024x.JPG?v=1617982601
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Medical Specialty Beds are a form of passive restraint. They should only be used when 
recommended by a child’s medical specialist (not a primary care provider) as a last resort to 
address a specific child’s complex medical needs. These enclosures are not a substitute for 
caregiver supervision because a child cannot safely evacuate in an emergency. 

Written Approval 
 
According to WAC 110-148-1620 and WAC 110-149-0280, bed enclosures are considered a 
restraint, and any use of an enclosure must follow the written approval process outlined below.  
 
Medical documentation will be provided to the licensor from the child’s medical specialist (not a 
primary care provider) before using an enclosed bed, outlining the least restrictive strategy to 
meet the child's specific needs. Documentation will include the following four components:  

1. Medical or behavioral necessity documented and described in the child’s medical record. 
2. Previous treatments/interventions that have been used and determined to be 

unsuccessful, including: 
a. Written documentation that behavioral issues have been addressed using 

appropriate behavioral interventions without success. 
b. Other less restrictive forms of bed accommodation have been tried without 

success (e.g., increased caregiver monitoring, alarm systems, padding bed rails, or 
mattresses on the floor). 

3. A recommendation that there is no other appropriate and reasonable alternative for 
providing a safe sleeping area. 

4. Confirmation that the request for the enclosed bed is not for caregiver convenience or 
due to a lack of caregiver supervision.  

 
If complete medical documentation is received: 
 
LD Licensor will:   

1. Consult with the assigned caseworker and the caregiver to address the written use and 
approval of the specialty bed for the specific child in care.  

2. Develop a Supervision Plan for Site Specific Conditions DCYF 10-419 or Supervision Plan 
for Site Specific Conditions (Kinship) DCYF 10-419A. 

3. Review and update the Emergency Evacuation Plan DCYF 16-204 or Emergency and 
Evacuation (Kinship) DCYF 16-204A with the caregiver to address a plan of evacuation for 
the child.   

4. Consult with your supervisor about shared decision-making.   
 
CPA Licensor will:   

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110-148-1620
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=110-149-0280
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1. Consult with the assigned caseworker and the caregiver to address the written use and 
approval of the specialty bed for the specific child in care.  

2. Develop a Supervision Plan for Site Specific Conditions DCYF 10-419 or Supervision Plan 
for Site Specific Conditions (Kinship) DCYF 10-419A. 

3. Update the Emergency Evacuation Plan DCYF 16-204 or Emergency and Evacuation 
(Kinship) DCYF 16-204A with the caregiver to address a plan of evacuation for the child.   

 
 Regional Licensor will:   

1. Review and approve a Supervision Plan for Site Specific Conditions DCYF 10-419 or 
Supervision Plan for Site Specific Conditions (Kinship) DCYF 10-419A. 

2. Review and approve the Emergency Evacuation Plan DCYF 16-204 or Emergency and 
Evacuation (Kinship) DCYF 16-204A with the caregiver to address a plan of evacuation for 
the child.   

3. Consult with your supervisor about shared decision-making. 
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