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Hroclamation

WHEREAS, Washington state is fortunate to have a mixed-delivery system of early care and
education that includes child care, Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP), Head
Start/Early Head Start, Transition to Kindergarten, Tribal and military early learning programs, and more; and
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WHEREAS, early care and education programs are vital building blocks of our state's economy and
are vital to the economic security of working families; and
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WHEREAS, early care and education programs offer critical enrichment opportunities and are

essential for the healthy growth and development of children of all backgrounds, ensuring positive outcomes %@ =]
| for children so that they can grow up safe and healthy, thriving physically, emotionally and educationally; and Al
‘Eg‘t; WHEREAS, early care and education providers offer essential early learning experiences to
'Sj L‘;} Washington's children, oftentimes in the face of low wages, inadequate benefits, irregular and long hours, and
Ig‘j / challenging working conditions with high turnover rates; and
=S
%gj WHEREAS, early care and education providers offer specialized care, such as for children with
;f;;\" @ complex needs, during non-standard hours, and through multi-lingual education and programming for the
‘R}J ‘j richly diverse communities of our state; and

1l
rjjj @ WHEREAS, early care and education providers play a critical role in supporting Tribal children and
|§<;|©‘ families by honoring cultural identity, strengthening community connections, and partnering with Tribes to
-35) 5! promote culturally responsive care; and

WHEREAS, early care and education providers offer vital, high-quality support to military families,
which contributes to the preparedness and ongoing safety of our communities; and

WHEREAS, with generous support from the Ballmer Group, Washington state will be able to provide
up to 10,000 additional seats for the next 10 years through ECEAP; and

WHEREAS, early care and education providers are collaboratively partnering with our state to ensure
that families have choices that meet their needs;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Bob Ferguson, governor of the state of Washington, do hereby proclaim
May 8, 2026, as

n

Early Care and Education Provider Appreciation Day
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