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Improving Access to ECEAP Enrollment by 
Removing Barriers to Vital Records 

Senate Bill 5030 aims to reduce barriers for families enrolling children in ECEAP 

and K-12 public schools by removing cost and documentation hurdles, especially 

around birth certificates. 

 
Free Birth Certificates for Families Who Qualify 

• What Changed: 
Parents or guardians can now receive one free birth certificate per child if the child is receiving 
or eligible for Washington Basic Food or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits. 

• How to obtain the free birth certificate: 
Completed applications can be processed at any local county health department in Washington 
state or the request can be sent by mail to the Washington State Department of Health (DOH). 
You can access the order form and instructions on the DOH website. For more information, 
contact the DOH Certification Services team at ContactCHS@doh.wa.gov.  
 

More Flexibility in Age Verification 

• What Changed: 
Contractors must accept a broader range of documents to verify a child’s age for ECEAP 
eligibility. 
 

• In addition to Birth Certificates, documents that must now be accepted include, but are not 
limited to: 

o Passports 
o Adoption records 
o Hospital or physician birth records 
o Entries in family bibles 

In ELMS, please use the “other” drop-down for age verification documents.  

 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5030-S.SL.pdf?q=20250513200433
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/vital-records/vital-records-no-fee-specific-circumstances
mailto:ContactCHS@doh.wa.gov

