Early Achievers Timeline Guide

Purpose:

Use this guide to learn more about timeline requirements for programs that participate in Early
Achievers.

RCW 43.216.085 requires that all early learning programs that accept state funding
must meet participation timeline milestones. This includes early learning programs
that:

o Accept state subsidy payments for serving non-school age children through:

o Working Connections Child Care (WCCC)
e Participate in Military Child Care in Your Neighborhood Plus (MCCYN+)

e Provide ECEAP services.

\6, Helpful Tip! For more detailed information about participation requirements, review

the Early Achievers Participant Operating Guidelines (English | Spanish | Somali).

Timeline Requirements for Programs Accepting Subsidy

Milestones What You Need to Do Timeline Requirement

Enroll in Early Submit an Early Achievers Enrollment Within 30 days of your first

Achievers application in MERIT subsidy payment

Request to begin a Submit a Request for Quality Recognition = Within 12 months of enrolling

Quality Recognition application in MERIT (or first subsidy payment—

Cycle whichever is later)

Finalize Quality Level 3 = Finalize Quality Level in MERIT Within 30 months of enrolling

or higher (Initial Cycle) (MERIT will automatically finalize on your  (or first subsidy payment—
behalf once a due date is reached) whichever is later)

Renew Quality Level 3  Finalize Quality Level in MERIT Every 3 years after your last

or higher (Renewal (MERIT will automatically finalize on your  finalized Quality Level

Cycle) behalf once a due date is reached)
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.216.085
https://public.militarychildcare.csd.disa.mil/mcc-central/mcchome/mccyn/army
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/ea/OperatingGuidelines.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/foreign/OperatingGuidelines_Spanish.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/foreign/OperatingGuidelines_Somali.pdf

Timeline Requirements for Programs Providing ECEAP Services

Milestone What You Need to Do Timeline Requirements
Enroll in Early Submit Enrollment application in MERIT = Within 30 days of starting
Achievers ECEAP services
Finalize Quality Level 4 = Finalize Quality Level in MERIT Within 24 months of starting
or higher (Initial Cycle) = (MERIT will automatically finalize on ECEAP

your behalf once a due date is reached)
Renew Quality Level 4  Finalize Quality Level in MERIT Every 3 years after your initial
or higher (Renewal (MERIT will automatically finalize on Quality Level
Cycle) your behalf once a due date is reached)

S Helpful Tip! Early Learning programs that accept subsidy and provide ECEAP
O services should follow timelines milestone requirements for ECEAP.

Where to View Timeline Requirements in MERIT

You can view your program’s milestone due dates and status in the My Timeline section,
located in the Early Achievers tab of your Facility/Site Profile in MERIT.

How to view “My Timeline”:
1. Loginto MERIT

2. Select the Facility/Site tab
3. Click the Early Achievers tab

4. Scroll to My Timeline

My Timeline shows:
¢ Your timeline type (Subsidy or ECEAP)

e Color-coded milestone statuses

e Due dates for:
o Early Achievers enrollment
o Quality Recognition application
o Quality Level finalization

o Remedial Activities (if required)
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