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Working Connections Child Care (WCCC) 
Forecast and Eligibility Adjustment 
2026 DECISION PACKAGE 
DCYF requests funding to adjust caseload impacts assumed under Engrossed Substitute Senate 
Bill 5752 to ensure that child care providers are paid and families have access to high-quality 
child care. ESSB 5752 changes the timing of when the 12-month eligibility period begins for 
WCCC resulting in assumed caseload savings in the 2025–27 biennial budget that weren’t 
realized. DCYF also requests funding to adjust caseload impacts due to timelines within the 
Department of Social and Health Services’ eligibility platform that DCYF uses, known as 
“BARCODE,” to reflect the change to the eligibility period. 

MAINTENANCE LEVEL FUNDING  

12-months Eligibility Now Begins at 
Determination 
The 2025–27 budget assumed immediate 
savings beginning July 1, 2025, due to the 
change to the timing of when the eligibility 
period begins, which is now the day families 
are found eligible. However, actual savings 
can’t occur until a family reapplies for child 
care, 12 months after being found eligible. 

 Protects access to child care for 
approximately 1,281 families.  

 Ensures that DCYF continues to meet its 
statutory obligation under RCW 
43.216.020 to serve all eligible families 
in the WCCC program. 

 

 

 

POLICY LEVEL FUNDING   

BARCODE IT Eligibility Platform 
Needs Updates 
ESSB 5752 requires DCYF to begin a family’s 
12-month authorization when eligibility is 
determined instead of when a child begins 
care. This reduces the average time period 
by one month per family at renewal. 
However, forecasted savings cannot occur 
until the BARCODE IT system is updated.  

 BARCODE implementation begins on 
Nov. 1, 2025. 

 Savings begin in November 2026, not 
immediately. 

 Delay requires a policy-level adjustment 
to maintain funding for current 
caseloads until implementation. 

 

 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5752-S.SL.pdf?q=20251007091359
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5752-S.SL.pdf?q=20251007091359
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.216.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.216.020
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COST 

Maintenance Level Funding: 
FY 2026: $16.796M 
FY 2027: $15.552M 
Total: $32.348M 

Policy Level Funding: 
FY 2027: $8.639M 
FY 2028: $1.727M 

DCYF Strategic Priority Alignment 
• 80% of Washington children ready for

Kindergarten
• High-quality early learning available

and affordable to all in Washington
• Prevention goals connected to early

learning

Contact: 
DCYF Office of Public Affairs 
melissa.cheesman@dcyf.wa.gov 

mailto:melissa.cheesman@dcyf.wa.gov

	Maintenance level Funding
	12-months Eligibility Now Begins at Determination

	policy level funding
	BARCODE IT Eligibility Platform Needs Updates

	Cost

