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Additional Medium Security Capacity - Parkland 
2026 DECISION PACKAGE 

DCYF requests funding to purchase and operate a new 16-bed medium security housing unit in 
Parkland, WA, focused on providing specialized mental health services. This request will expand 
Juvenile Rehabilitation (JR) placement capacity based in best practice to reduce overcrowding. 

MEETING YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
NEEDS WITH ADDED CAPACITY 
The number of young people at maximum 
or medium security, due to the nature of 
their crimes and challenges, is increasing. 
This compounds the complexity of serving 
young people in JR. Many of these young 
people can only reside at Green Hill School. 

 83% of youth enter JR facilities with 
behavioral health treatment needs. 

 47% require substance use disorder 
treatment. 

 74% need mental health treatment. 

 38% need co-occurring mental health 
and substance use disorder treatment. 

A clinician-led approach to serving young 
people in JR facilities who experience 
mental health or substance use challenges 
can significantly improve outcomes. 

DCYF lacks a placement to provide 
specialized services for individuals with 
acute mental health treatment needs. 

 

 

PARKLAND AS A PLACEMENT 
As DCYF looks to expand placement options 
to address overcrowding and serve young 
people based on best practices, Parkland 
will provide a small setting to better serve 
young people with significant mental health 
needs. This request includes funding for: 

 Staffing 

 Programming 

 Equipment 

 A corresponding capital DP to fund the 
purchase of the new facility 

DCYF Strategic Priority Alignment 
• Creating successful transitions to 

adulthood for youth and young adults 
in our care 

• Improving the quality and intention of 
our practice 

COST 

OPERATING - $4.970M 
CAPITAL - $3M 

Contact: 
DCYF Office of Public Affairs 
stephanie.budrus@dcyf.wa.gov  
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