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Updating Child Welfare Licensing 
Requirements  
2026 AGENCY REQUEST LEGISLATION 

DCYF has submitted legislation to address small RCW fixes across several parts of our Child 
Welfare Licensing statute.  Since losing many staff due to budget cuts, these will help 
streamline processes with our lower staffing levels. It will also make it easier for kinship 
caregivers to become licensed.  

 

Components Include 

 Allows kinships caregivers who are taking placements from other states to be eligible for 
child-specific licenses.  

 Removes bloodborne pathogens training requirements for kinship providers. 

 Removes “licensed physicians and lawyers” from list of exemptions from licensing.  

 Allows DCYF to close “inactive” foster home licenses. 

 Updates licensing requirements to only license for age ranges.  

 Updates Crisis Residential Center staffing ratios 

 Removes requirement for the Licensing Division to complete health and safety visits and 
comprehensive reviews at the Washington School for the Deaf.  

 

DCYF Strategic Priority Alignment 
• Improving quality and intention of 

practice 
• Supporting staff 
 

Cost 

2025 Biennium - $0 

Contact: Jarel Sanders 
DCYF Office of Public Affairs 
Jarel.sanders@dcyf.wa.gov  
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