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What we know about Washington’s children and families
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Healthy children and families

While Washington has made impressive progress in some aspects of child and
maternal health, there is still substantial need among Washington’s infants and
children — and their families.

The burden of poor health does not rest on all groups equally.

Many children under the age of 5 years are still in need of the protection of health
insurance, and greater access to care.
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Access to mental and behavioral health care, and trauma-informed care, is an
important gap with a powerful impact on Washington’s children and families.

Substantial gaps remain in developmental screening.
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Strong, stable, nurturing, safe, and supported families

The early learning system can be a key support, helping families connect to resources
and services they need, but state programs are not yet closing the gap for all lowincome and other vulnerable families.
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There is a growing need for a coordinated information, resource, and referral system
that families and providers can access.

The continued engagement of families in the design of the early learning system has
been, and will be, critical to its success.

Positive early learning experiences

Over the past ten years, Washington State has made considerable progress in
delivering a broad range of high-quality early learning experiences to Washington’s
children.
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While the availability of culturally responsive options has been increasing, there is
still a large unmet need.

There is still room for Washington State to enhance and expand access to important
early learning services and supports, to reach those furthest from opportunity.

Affordability of childcare is a major concern for many families. The cost of childcare
continues to outpace the ability of working families to pay.
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The growth of ECEAP, home visiting, and other early learning services places
pressure on the supports for those services.

Executive summary

10

There are still gaps in high-quality services and supports for infants and toddlers.

Children who have developmental disabilities or delays or who have been exposed to
trauma may also not be served well by the system.

Families need an integrated system that provides greater support for transitions
— both across the age continuum and among the broad range of available services
and supports.

Executive summary

11

The establishment of Early Achievers has helped embed a foundation for quality care
in childcare settings.

Powerful communities and a responsive early learning system

Outreach participants emphasized the potential for increased coordination of
services across sectors, among state agencies, and among state and regional efforts.
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Lack of an integrated early learning data system presents a substantial barrier to
understanding community needs and service effectiveness.
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Parents, caregivers, early learning providers, advocates, and other professionals who
work with children and families highlight the need for stronger financing of the
state’s early learning system.

Alignment of standards across programs is both a challenge and an opportunity for
providers.
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Strong and supported early childhood workforce

There is a gap between the need for licensed early childhood providers and the
number of skilled staff available and working.

Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) providers offer crucial support to families and
children.
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The resilience of the home visiting workforce is a key strength to be supported.

Early Learning workforce racial/ethnic diversity should reflect the communities they
serve.
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Privately owned childcare facilities need greater support to achieve sustainability.
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