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DCYF Early Learnings Division

Child Care Complex Needs Fund Now Open

DCYF is pleased to announce that the 2025-26 Child Care Complex Needs Fund application is now
available.

Eligible licensed, certified, and certified-for-payment-only child care providers and eligible license-
exempt Family, Friend and Neighbor (FFN) providers can apply for the Child Care Complex Needs Fund in
the WA Compass Provider Portal.

The application is open now and will close at 5 p.m. PST on Jan. 20, 2026.

Technical assistance is available to providers at no cost. Providers may access technical assistance in
their preferred language and by telephone, internet, or in-person.

For more information, please see the Child Care Complex Needs Fund webpage.

If you have questions about the grant timeline or other questions,
email deyf.childcaregrants@dcyf.wa.gov.

Upcoming Statewide Vendor Number (SWV) Requirement
An upcoming change to payment processing at DCYF will require all providers to register for a Statewide
Vendor Number (SWV) to receive payments. This change will take place sometime in 2026.

If you already have an active SWV number, no action is needed.

If you do not have an SWV number, visit the Office of Financial Management (OFM) Registration Forms
webpage and select the DCYF Provider Registration web form using DocuSign. For instructions on how to
complete the form, click on the “Submitting forms with DocuSign” link on the webpage. There is also the
option to complete a manual PDF version.

If you do not get an SWV number prior to the payment processing change, this will result in future
payment delays.

For questions about the status of your forms, contact the Payee Registration Unit at
SupplierRegistration@ofm.wa.gov or call 360-407-8180.

Electronic Attendance State System Spring 2026 Update


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwa-del.my.site.com%2FPP_LoginPage/1/010101949040c669-64eca5a0-58b7-4d29-b53b-d60975828fd5-000000/U6dL_VFKRurG1cDthko1DDmsH2bGZxIMk7dSYTWEiRc=389
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%252Fservices%252Fearly-learning-providers%252Fchild-care-grants%252Fcomplex-needs-fund-grant%26data=05%257C01%257Cmelinda.waite%2540dcyf.wa.gov%257C4f0ea0d1b01342f2b5d608dbeab68b8a%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C638361841972776301%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=ACMXnm3k%252B1cmPW3%252FG3JItuXnSQfwCklTDULO0sc3al0%253D%26reserved=0/1/010101949040c669-64eca5a0-58b7-4d29-b53b-d60975828fd5-000000/FnFPNlaozNXDi3O1W29U_dAT8AOfzqIFhw0-YbkRGc0=389
mailto:dcyf.childcaregrants@dcyf.wa.gov
https://ofm.wa.gov/tech-support/statewide-vendor-payee-services/agency-specific-registration-forms/#section-department-of-children-youth-families-and-ssps-providers
mailto:SupplierRegistration@ofm.wa.gov
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What’s New for Providers?
Maintenance:

Electronic Attendance is getting a new “look and feel” upgrade for its user interface.
KinderConnect and KinderSign will function similarly but will have a slightly different
appearance.

Enhancements:

The KinderSmart Registration Form will be more conveniently located at the top of the Sponsor
Detail screen.

KinderConnect Announcements and Messages will be more prominently displayed on the home
screen.

Resetting a forgotten password: KinderConnect will now send a one-time password to the email
associated with the user, ensuring additional security for a provider’s account.

Resources:

The Electronic Attendance System Manual has been updated to reflect the maintenance and
enhancement features.

Look for new and updated resources for all system users, including child care providers and
families.

What’s New for Families?
The KinderSmart application will function the same but have a slightly different appearance.

What do providers and families need to be prepared for during the update Spring 2026?

Plan for the system to be unavailable for one weekend evening — date to be determined.
KinderConnect, KinderSign, and KinderSmart will be unavailable during the planned outage.
We anticipate an extended maintenance upgrade window that will take several hours.
Information will be provided on the KinderConnect home screen before the upgrade begins.

If children are in care and need to be signed in and out while the system is unavailable, please
keep paper records and enter them into KinderConnect once the system is available again. This
ensures attendance records can be provided upon request, as required in WAC 110-15-0034(5).
Be sure to include the note, “System down for upgrade” when adding these records in
KinderConnect.

What do providers and families need to do on or after Spring 2026?
Both KinderSign and KinderSmart applications (apps) need to be updated after the Electronic
Attendance System upgrade Spring 2026.

KinderSign and KinderSmart apps will not work with the upgraded system until the app has

been updated.

The new updates will not be available through your app store until the system upgrade is

complete.

o For Providers: The KinderSign app for the provider-supplied tablet will need to be updated
in your application store (either Google Play Store or Apple App Store).

o If families delete the KinderSmart app instead of updating through their app store, they may
need to re-register using the KinderSmart registration form located on the Sponsor Detail
screen in your KinderConnect account.

o For Sponsors (Families): For those who use a smartphone to sign children in and out, the



https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/early-learning-providers/electronic-attendance-system/training
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110-15-0034
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KinderSmart app will need to be updated through the parent’s or guardian’s app store
(either Google Play Store or Apple App Store).

Remember, the KinderSign app is only supported on devices running the current operating system, and
two versions back and have a rear facing camera.

Updated Child Care Basics (CCB) Training Now Available

DCYF has updated the Child Care Basics (CCB) training. Now you can access a free, fully online, and self-
paced version of Child Care Basics, available in English and Spanish, through the DCYF Training
Site/Online Training Portal. This option is designed to increase access, reduce delays, and ensure you can
complete required training in a format that best meets your needs.

Individuals can enroll and begin immediately by visiting the training catalog at www.dcyftraining.com.

Education Verification Updates

Education verification transitioned from Centralia College to University of Washington (UW) Cultivate
Learning on July 1, 2025. During the transition, the processes and procedures were reviewed and
improved. This has temporarily led to longer processing times. DCYF is also communicating directly with
all education applicants, which may include employees in your program.

Applications are reviewed in the order received. DCYF anticipates that all pending applications will be
processed by the end of the calendar year. If the delay impacts your ability to receive a new license or
complete the onboarding process, please contact your assigned licensor.

Communications Distributed
- Child Care Complex Needs Fund Now Open (12/8/25)
- Child Care Complex Needs Fund Coming Soon (11/24/25)
- Early Care and Education Newsletter — November 2025 (11/17/25)

DCYF Rule Making Updates

e Proposed Rules: Negotiated Rule Making Group Care — Licensing Requirements for Group Care
Facilities | Recently Completed Rule Making: Negotiated Rule Making Group Care — Licensing
Requirements for Group Care Facilities (Dec. 2, 2025). Read full update here.

e Emergency Rules: Early Learning Division — Newly Eligible Services (Nov. 19, 2025). Read full
update here.

e Rules Under Development: Receiving Care and Behavioral Rehabilitative Services (Nov. 10,
2025). Read full update here.

e Proposed Rules: Definition of Abuse or Neglect of Children and Youth (Nov. 5, 2025). Read full
update here.

e Proposed Rules: Residential Private Schools (Nov. 4, 2025). Read full update here.

e Rules Under Development: Child Welfare Division-Child Protective Services (CPS) response to
reports of alleged abuse or neglect (October 28, 2025). Read Full update here.

e Proposed Rules: Application for Public Benefits on Behalf of Foster Children and Youth-
Notification to Caregivers and Legal Parties to Dependency Case (Oct. 10, 2025). Read full

update here.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyftraining.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjill.strom%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cfe298992c54f4c6250fc08ddf164ed2a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638932137955101587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1wCJ4732Obl3Nd0qN66IyVJ%2BbfV3kfeflNQhyeKXzzA%3D&reserved=0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fe3095
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fc5a4b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fb4a8b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fb4a8b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fdc845
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fb203e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fb203e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3fa657b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f98497
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f98497
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f9802e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f89513
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f59be4
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f59be4
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Department of Health (DOH)

DCYF requires child care and early learning programs in Washington state to test their drinking and
cooking water for lead and copper when getting licensed and every six years after. DOH offers a free
mail-in water testing program that fulfills this WAC requirement. DOH mails all needed supplies and
instructions to sites to collect their own water samples and send them back to the lab for testing. If test
results show lead levels are too high (at or above 10 parts per billion per Environmental Protection
Agency guidelines), grant funding is available to reimburse providers for the cost of replacing fixtures
that tested high for lead. For more information or to register for the free mail in water testing program,
visit the webpage Lead in Child Care Drinking Water | Washington State Department of Health.

Questions? Reach out to leadfreekids@doh.wa.gov

For more information, please contact Astrid Newell at astrid.newell@doh.wa.gov

Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA)
WDVA has launched the Roadmap to Child Care for Military Families in Washington. You can access it
here: www.dva.wa.gov/childcarestakeholders.

The Washington State Child Care for Military Families Workgroup meets on the second Tuesday of each
month. For more information, please contact Olivia Burley at Olivia.burley@dva.wa.gov .

Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS)

e Federal Government Shutdown Unwind: On November 12, Congress passed, and the president
signed, spending legislation to reopen the federal government, allowing DSHS services to return
to normal, including issuing November food assistance benefits in Washington. As of November
14, Basic Food Employment and Training, Basic Food Outreach services, and DSHS Mobile Office
events are resuming, with the SNAP program funded through September 2026.

e Employment Pipeline Program Concludes: The Employment Pipeline program officially ended
on Sept. 1, 2025, as part of an effort to reduce state spending amidst a $16 billion budget deficit
over four years. The Legislature and Gov. Bob Ferguson decided to cut over $28 million from the
Economic Services Administration for the 2025-2027 biennium, resulting in the program's
closure, which saves $1.39 million annually but eliminates 13 jobs. Although the decision was
difficult due to the program's success in helping many achieve employment goals, it was
necessary to balance the budget.

For more information, please contact Lorraine Peterson, lorraine.peterson@dshs.wa.gov.

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)

Early Childhood Special Education

SPP/APR Season Update: Strengthening Early Childhood Outcomes Through Inclusive Systems

e As we head into SPP/APR reporting season, OSPI is preparing to submit federal performance data
across several key Part B indicators, including those specific to early childhood. For preschool-aged
children, Indicator 7 measures the percent of children ages 3-5 with IEPs who demonstrate growth
in social-emotional development, knowledge and skills, and appropriate behaviors. These data
complement statewide reporting on graduation (Indicator 1), dropout (Indicator 2), secondary



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fwac%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D110-300-0235&data=05%7C02%7CAstrid.Newell%40doh.wa.gov%7C21dc61709206440966b108de31036f51%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639002087990397457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lOVRdN9OFCBmuprpB%2BAHHXbZpvmf4nVGfkKIA%2FJOiaA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fcommunity-and-environment%2Fdrinking-water%2Fcontaminants%2Flead%2Flead-child-care-drinking-water&data=05%7C02%7CAstrid.Newell%40doh.wa.gov%7C21dc61709206440966b108de31036f51%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639002087990417765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nZDTGQMISGNuIqR8v2zsZPbNb6AK8ydV8CfkBh3cOqk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:leadfreekids@doh.wa.gov
mailto:astrid.newell@doh.wa.gov
http://www.dva.wa.gov/childcarestakeholders
mailto:Olivia.burley@dva.wa.gov
mailto:lorraine.peterson@dshs.wa.gov
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transition (Indicator 13), and post-school outcomes (Indicator 14). Washington continues its
commitment to improving early childhood special education outcomes through our Statewide
Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) that prioritizes building a strong statewide infrastructure that
supports improved social-emotional outcomes by expanding access to high-quality, inclusive early
childhood programs and strengthening the systems that support high quality preschool and early
learning opportunities. Learn more about the SSIPs theory of action here: Washington's State
Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) Theory of Action.

Highlighting ECSE Myths & Facts to Strengthen Inclusive Early Learning Systems

e For Inclusive Schools Week, we encourage districts and partners to revisit and share OSPI’s ECSE
Myths and Facts resource—a helpful tool for clearing up common misconceptions about services for
young learners with disabilities. This document provides clear, accessible explanations that support
accurate understanding of ECSE requirements, inclusive practices, and the role of early learning
partners. As we recognize Inclusive Schools Week, and throughout the year, we invite you to use
this resource to spark thoughtful conversations with staff, families, and community partners about
what high-quality, inclusive early learning truly looks like. Centering accurate information helps
strengthen shared expectations and supports more welcoming, engaging preschool environments
for every child.

Early Learning

With the passage of SB 5769, the Washington state legislature capped funding for TK programs at 7,266
annual average full-time equivalent students statewide for the 2025-26 and 2026-27 school years. Each
district now has its own funding limit, and no new programs may open until growth resumes in 2027-28.
OSPI, in collaboration with DCYF, is developing a protocol for prioritizing future expansion of TK, which is
due to the legislature by December 2026.

New on the OSPI Website:

Washington State Transition to Kindergarten and Kindergarten Quick Guide

This resource provides a concise overview of the essential elements in each chapter of the full
Washington State Transition to Kindergarten and Kindergarten Guide (coming soon) and serves as an
efficient reference prior to engaging with the comprehensive guide in greater detail.

Find more TK resources on the OSPI Transition to Kindergarten webpage.

To stay up-to-date on ECSE and Early Learning news, sign up for our Newsletters here.

For questions, please contact Samantha Bowen at samantha.bowen@k12.wa.us .



https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-01/wa-ssip-theory-action.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-01/wa-ssip-theory-action.pdf
https://inclusiveschools.org/inclusive-schools-week/
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-10/guidance-special-education-myths-facts-inclusion-ecse.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-10/guidance-special-education-myths-facts-inclusion-ecse.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5769.PL.pdf?q=20250902125740
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-10/quick-guide_washington-state-transition-k.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/early-learning-washington-state/transition-kindergarten
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new
mailto:samantha.bowen@k12.wa.us

