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What is considered a Critical Incident?

* DCYF is required by statute (RCW 74.13.640) to review those child fatalities and
near fatalities that are maltreatment-related and where there was prior
DCYF involvement (screened-in intakes) within the 12 months preceding the

incident.

* For example, DCYF would not generally review a case if the family had no
child welfare history in the past year, even if a child fatality or near fatality

occurred.
* An intake is screened in if it meets the legal requirement for a CPS response.

* OFCO defines critical incidents differently, they sometimes include child
fatalities and near fatalities that did not have DCYF involvement.
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Critical Incident Data for Q2 2026

* There were 11 critical incidents in Q2 2026
* 5 near fatalities and 6 fatalities
e Types of Cases in Q2 2026:
e Safe sleep — these incidents often involve parental substance use
* Drowning
* Opioids
* The number of cases that involved fentanyl decreased from 6 in Q2
2025 to 4 in Q2 2026.
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Data Showing Decrease in Critical Incidents

e The 11 critical incidents in Q2 2026 is a 21% decrease from the 14 critical
incidents in Q2 2025.

* Q1 2026 showed a 63% decrease in critical incidents compared to Q1 2025.

* This decrease aligns with current DOH data that shows a decrease in opioid-
related overdoses over the last several quarters.

* To address the increase in critical incidents, DCYF made several practice and
services updates. Since June 2025, child welfare staff are required to
conduct safe child consults for all children 3 and under when High Potency
Synthetic Opioids (HPSO) are involved before a case can be closed. In 2025,
3,360 Safe Child Consults were completed, 39% of those involved HPSOs.
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NUMBER OF CRITICAL INCIDENTS 2020-2026
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Year Fatality Count
y Count

2020 10 18

2021 15 14

2022 17 26

2023 17 34

2024 19 29

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2026 10 8

26 34 29 34 8
17 17 19 23 10
20 34 27 27 4

DCYF PPS (June 2026),
Administrative Incident Reporting and Fatality Reviews [Jan 2019- March 2026]

DCYF has a standard to mask numbers from 1-9 in public reports to prevent any possibility of identifying individuals to protect confidentiality. In the interest of providing as much
transparency as possible to support the purpose of this report, we have included numbers from 1-9 regarding fatalities, as fatality reviews are already made public.



FENTANYL/OPIOID RELATED CRITICAL INCIDENT REVIEWS
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DCYF has a standard to mask numbers from 1-9 in public reports to prevent any possibility of identifying individuals to protect confidentiality. In the interest of providing as much
transparency as possible to support the purpose of this report, we have included numbers from 1-9 regarding fatalities, as fatality reviews are already made public.
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